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The Melanoma Research Alliance (MRA) works closely with public policy leaders, catalyzing efforts to 
propel strategic policy initiatives that can advance the fight against melanoma. MRA is uniquely 
positioned to leverage its scientific credibility and reach in the public policy arena to advance support for 
high-impact research to better prevent, detect and treat melanoma. With its leadership position in the 
field, MRA is committed to increasing public knowledge about the seriousness of melanoma and 
empowering people to take appropriate steps to reduce their risk.  

 
Enhancing Funding for Melanoma Research 
 
MRA is engaged in outreach and advocacy activities to help communicate the importance of medical 
research. 
 
Increased Funding for the National Institutes of Health 
MRA is a member of several coalitions, such as United for Medical Research and the National Coalition 
for Cancer Research, the Alliance for a Stronger FDA, and Research!America, whose ongoing efforts 
advocate for sustained funding increases at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI), and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Congress is currently in the midst of a 
series of appropriations and debt ceiling decisions that could significantly affect the progress of critical 
scientific research in the United States. MRA leadership meets with members of Congress to discuss the 
promise of ongoing medical research and the importance of investment in the research sector.  
 
Department of Defense Funding for Medical Research 
MRA has been collaborating with other foundations in urging Congress to provide additional research 
funding for melanoma through the Department of Defense (DoD) appropriations process. MRA 
leadership took this message to a series of Senate meetings strategically timed to influence action by 
the Senate Subcommittee on Defense Appropriations. This led to a milestone decision by the Senate 
Committee to specifically prioritize melanoma, recognizing the burden of skin cancer on the armed 
forces.  
 

Accelerating Access to New Therapies and Tools for Patients 
 
A Voice for Patients in the Regulatory Process 
As an investor in research, MRA has a stake in addressing the roadblocks to the translation of discoveries 
into new tools and treatments to patients. MRA contributes a trusted scientific voice to issues of 
relevance to the melanoma and broader cancer community. By working collaboratively with other 
foundations, the FDA, and industry, MRA addresses key regulatory roadblocks that challenge the 
development of new cancer therapies and devices, including issues relating to expanded access through 
clinical trials and compassionate use. MRA leadership has provided guidance to the FDA in its 
implementation of the new “Breakthrough Therapies” designation, aimed to accelerate and streamline 
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the process for drug approvals. MRA continues to engage senior FDA leadership in meetings to discuss 
strategies that will hasten access to new innovations for patients. MRA is proud to support the scientific 
community and lead an innovative and collaborative agenda to accelerate efforts on behalf of patients.  
 
Enhancing Prevention through Education and Risk Reduction 
 
Surgeon General’s Call to Action 
MRA is leading the effort to engage leaders in the public health field in a melanoma prevention strategy. 
MRA has been central to facilitating meetings of chief officials from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). These efforts have spurred 
the development of a Surgeon General’s Call to Action on preventing deadly skin cancer. The CDC is 
currently reviewing information from stakeholders to develop an Office of the Surgeon General 
publication, which could be a powerful tool for the melanoma community in helping to galvanize action 
around a public health agenda to combat melanoma. MRA continues to work with the Surgeon 
General’s Office, the CDC and other key stakeholders to ensure that the Call to Action establishes a 
strong rationale for the many steps that need to be undertaken to defeat melanoma.    
 
FDA Regulation of Tanning Beds 
MRA is working with the FDA and other stakeholders to restrict the use of indoor tanning devices. The 
FDA recently released draft regulations that will require tanning beds and sunlamps to display stronger 
warning labels, including a recommendation that people under the age of 18 abstain from using these 
devices.  The proposed reclassification moves tanning beds from Class 1 (low risk) to Class 2 (moderate 
risk) devices.  This is a critical first step, and MRA submitted comments to the FDA applauding them for 
their efforts and encouraging the department to institute additional regulations that will completely 
restrict minors from the use and purchase of these dangerous devices.  
 
FDA Regulation of Sunscreens 
MRA is engaged with the Public Access to SunScreens (PASS) Coalition, a multi-stakeholder coalition 
formed to advocate for the regulatory pathway to market for new, safe, and effective sunscreen 
ingredients. The goal of the Coalition is to work collaboratively with the FDA, the White House, 
Congress, health providers, consumer organizations, and sunscreen manufacturers to establish a 
transparent process for pre-market approval of sunscreen components. As an important voice for the 
PASS Coalition, MRA brings its leadership in the melanoma field to bear through high-level meetings 
with Congress and the FDA. MRA provides the public health perspective on the PASS Coalition’s 
activities, helping to carry the message for reform of the system to policymakers through interviews 
with policy-focused publications. MRA continues to work collaboratively with all stakeholders to 
promote the Coalition’s agenda to policymakers and media. 
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